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In the name of Allah most Gracious most Merciful

‘r * Sheikh Ameer Yaseen Alwali H

Peace be upon Mohammad and
his progeny.

1- Definition of Oration Defini-
tions of oration are numerous and
by no means uniform. To formu-
late an acceptable definition, one
has to look into the origin of the
term, its different definitions and
its history . Thus, Aristotle (cited
in Shurter,1909:2) says that ora-
tory is " the faculty of finding all
the means of persuasion on any
subject.” Others say that oratory
can be defined as the art of speak-
ing well or the art of persuasion.
But Aristotle's definition, since it
relates primarily to a single branch
of rhetoric, that of Invention, is to-
day obviously inadequate. And to
define oratory as "the art of speak-
ing well " is too indefinite, for it
lays down no standards as to what
is meant by speaking well. Now,
in public address a speaker may
have any one of four objects: (1)
to entertain, (2) to inform, (3) to
convince, and (4) to persuade. Ac-
cording to Aristotle's opinion, the

first two of these purposes may be

23 Number |49| February 2021

excluded at once, for mere enter-
tainment or the imparting of infor-
mation, such as dramatic reading
or a lecture upon some scientific
subject, do not constitute what we
instinctively recognize as oratory
(ibid).But the researchers believe
that entertainment cannot be ex-
cluded since a joke, for example,
may help the orator achieve his/
her orational goals. Now, the ora-
tor may gain in two ways: by con-
vincing the understanding that his
reasoning is sound, and then by
appealing to those emotions re-
lated to his subject which will lead
his audience to act as he wishes.
These two elements, conviction
and persuasion, are present in
varying degrees in any speech
which may be said to constitute
oratory. Oratory proper, then, be-
longs to the realm of the passions.
It must please and move, as well
as inform and convince .Now it
should be remembered that the
psychology of the emotions or-
dinarily requires that conviction

must precede persuasion. We may

therefore deduce the following
definitions : Oratory is that branch
of public speaking which appeals
to the emotions and reasoning.
An oration is a formally prepared
and relatively elaborate discourse,
wherein persuasion is the ultimate
object and effect ( Shurter,1909:5;
Knowles, 1916:245).

more than an ordinary speech. It

Oration is

is a special kind of public speak-
ing. The orator speaks for a special
purpose, in a special way, at a spe-
cial time. Buehler and Johannesen
(1965) define oration as "a memo-
rized, original, persuasive speech
and demonstrating qualities of
logic, organization, language, and
delivery, and producing an effect
of eloquence which is far above
the ordinary. Jay (1971 ) defines
oration” as an original, persuasive
speech, thoroughly prepared ”.
The source:-The Rhetoric of
Oratory in English and Arabic: An
Applicable Study to One of Imam

Ali's Oration
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